FORGIVEN,

NOT FORGOTTEN’

Hiroshimu Survivor Tukushi Tunemori Creutes Hope And Inspires HeulingsWishedissbt

WAR IS TERRIBLE. WE ALL KNOW THAT. IT COMES
with pdin und loss und physicul destruction. But
do we understund the reudl suffering? Except for
reuding u hewspuper drticle or seeing u
segment on the TV news, the hurd experiences
of ordinury people ure hot something we often
think dbout. We don’t redlly know whaut those
who survive it go through.

But Takushi Tanemori knows.
through more than any of us cun possibly
imagine. On Aug. 6, 1945, he wus un 8-yeur-old
child playing hide und seek with his friends in a
schoolyard in Hiroshima, Japun.,

He’'s been

*l wus Uit that morning und covered my eyes,
but | wus peeking to make sure | knew where they
would hide. | wus counting to 10 and then | recull
suddenly beiny engulfed by light und heat,” scid
Tanemori ubout that horrific day 63 years ago. "
still remember the screaming of my clussmautes,
asking for their mothers and fathers fo come
rescue them. They dlso cried for water. | cried, too.
The dir, dll the oxyyen...it was consumed. It got so
durk and dusty | couldn’t see my hunds—yet
sometime later | saw the reddish-yellow fires. Like
serpents’” tongues they cume closer und closer
and findlly each clussmate was consumed.”

Tunemori wus seven-tenths of u mile from
ground zero. Hiroshimu had been the turget of
the first nucleur bombinyg mission by the U.S. neur
the conclusion of World War Il His survival is u
remarkuble story of resilience und hope.

Since Muay of 2007, Tanemori hus been
prepuring un exhibit of urtwork especidlly for the
Atomic Testing Museum, u populur Lus Veyus
affraction founded fo preserve the history of
nucleur weupons testing uf the Nevadu Test Site.
It's culled The Bridge 1o Forgiveness und feutures
80 pieces with his personul cuptions yiving
chronoloyicul perspective of events leuding up
to the war, as well us illustrating the story of his life
before und ufter the hucleur uttuck.

"Whut's the purpose of dll this? It's to
communicute my heurt to others on how we
cun breuch differences und resolve human
conflict,” expluined Tanemori of the artwork he
sturted doing in 2001. His collection how fotuls

140 pieces. "I have chosen the simple colluge
style. | use vurious mediu—colored pencils,
watercolors, mugic maurkers—and symbolism.”

An dbsorbiny exhibit, The Bridge fo Forgiveness
deuls with the issues of wur in u reulistic,
unromuntic  light. conveys the
magnitude of the disuster und the cutustrophes
he lived through while trying to rebuild his life.
Amauzingly, Tunemori wus the recipient of greut
kindhess from people ut his most desperute
times. For example, in that schoolyard, u youny
soldier, one of muny who were truining hearby,
curried him from the fire and debris fo u sundy
embunkment by the river.

"It wus the only pluce that had not been
touched by flumes,” “Boys und
yirls, men und women...ull scorched und
muimed were yuthered there fleeiny the inferno
und looking for loved ones. | cunnot describe it
completely. | haven’t puinted it yet, as it’s still not
yuite settled in my mind.”

Somehow Tunemori’s futher found him in the
midst of the mMudness. His Mother und youngest
sister were never locuted. Three duys later, they
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made their way to the countryside, crossing
“bridge mude of humun bodies” to beyin their
journey. They went to Kotuchi, the villuge where
his muternul grundmother resided. However, she
shunned them and shamed his father for not
beiny dble fo find her daughter. Tanemori suid
that his futher went to Hiroshimu severdl times to
seurch for her und always returned with sunken
eyes und cheeks. His futher pussed away less
than a month dfter the blast,

“The night before he died, he looked like u
skeleton, but his voice wus sfill powerful,”
recdlled Tunemori. “He suid, ‘My son, | have
taught you the codes of the Sumurdi and how to
live. | wunt you to promise yourself und then me
that you will one day teach your children what |
taught you. | want you to learn to live for the
benefit of others—for then we dll benefit.””

It took Tunemori 40 years to grusp his futher’s
meduniny. Beiny parentless and feeliny
ostrucized from society, Tunemori uttempted
suicide when he wus 16—then he felt like u
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fdilure for not succeediny. He immiygrated to the
U.S. when he wus 18, settling in the Buy Areu;
however, his urrivul here wus unything but eusy.
Tanemori spent fime in an intfernment cump,
suffered extreme poverty und ended up in u
psychiutric hospitul, where he becume the
victim of experimentul radiation removal
treatments. As with the soldier, at his lowest point,
an anyelic nurse ut the facility named Mary Furr
stepped forward to become his guurdiun. There
are imuges in The Bridge fo Forgiveness that pay
homugye to both Furr und the soldier.

Tanemori eventudlly married und had three
children. For muny years he wus a speuker at
anfiwar rdllies. It wasn’t unfil 1985 that he was
finully dble to let go of his puinful pust. While
driving to u guthering, he wus crossing the Buy
Bridge und noticed u cloud forminy over Treusure
lsland. It was similar to a mushroom cloud in
uppeurance und took him buck to the duy of
the bombiny in Hiroshima. He pulled over and
experienced whut he cdlls “a tfransformation
turning from revenye to foryiveness.” Tunemori
suw the fuces of dll those who had helped him,
heurd the voice of his younhyest duughter
pleading with him to change his bitter ways and,
worst of dll, felt his father’s disuppointment for not
keepiny his promise.

"It took me 40 yeurs to yrusp this. | wusted so
much of my life with a desire for revenyge,” suid
Tanemori humbly und with tears in his eyes. “First,
my hutred und unger were directed toward
Jupunese society for their icy, mMmerciless
tfreutment to wur-torn children, und then towaurd
Americu, us | had fraced my futher’s deuth to
the bomb und wunted to uvenge his loss.”

Tanemori udmitted that his pathway from
Hiroshimu has been a hard and puinful one. He
doesn’t wunt unyone else to yo through it—but
for those who do, his muin messuye is to
remember that the way through dnger is
leurninyg to foryive.

The Bricdge 1o Forgiveness exhibition runs through
Sept. 7. It's free to the public und open duily for
viewiny. The Atomic Testing Museum is locuted ut
755 W. Flumingo Roud. Call 702-794-5161. wo
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